SECURING THE PANAMA CANAL               285

Hill, but the latter replied that it was unhealthy out there.
Later in the forenoon of November 5, 1903, the alcalde re-
turned from Panama without orders, and Colonel Torres
marched his Colombian troops again into Colon, but they
made no threatening demonstrations. During the after-
noon representatives of the new Panama Government suc-
ceeded in persuading Colonel Torres to embark with Ms
troops on a Royal Mail steamer, Orinoco, and sail to Carta-
gena. The gun-boat Cartagena, on which he had come to
Colon, had left port immediately after the threat against
Americans had been made, on November 4, 1903.

In the meantime, while the American naval officer was
preventing bloodshed at Colon, the new Panama Eepublic
was becoming established on the other side of the Isthmus.
As early as August, 1903, a junta of six men had been
named by advocates of separation in Panama to take the
leadership in plans for securing independence. It had been
decided first to have the revolution on September 22, 1903,
the date set for the adjournment of the Colombian Con-
gress. "When adjournment was delayed till October 31,
1903, preparations were made to have the revolution take
place on November 4, 1903. The arrival of the Colombian
troops at Colon on November 3 forced the event forward
twenty-four hours.

The Colombian generals arrived in Panama about 11
o'clock on the morning of November 4, 1903, and were re-
ceived with courtesy by the authorities and the populace.
Later, when they had got wind of the impending revolution,
they started for the government barracks on the sea-wall
to call out the troops and signal to three Colombian gun-
boats that were lying in the bay, in the hope of frustrating
the plans of the revolutionists. On their arrival they were
met by General Esteban Huertas, in command of the garri-
son, who was in league with the revolutionists, who ordered
out a company of soldiers and arrested them as prisoners
of war. Governor Obaldia, the Colombian head of the de-
partment of Panama, was also arrested, as a mere formal
act of deposition, but was released immediately. The three